


















It is almost always the case that the couple 
has much more in common than they may 
suppose. But marriage seems to specialize, at 
times, in radically de-emphasizing the 
similarities between the partners and wildly 
exaggerating the points of difference.

Mike Mason, The Mystery of Marriage





Christians aren't alone in their praise of babies. 
And it's pretty easy to see why. They're kind of 
magic. They're these tiny creatures that seem to 
have sprung from nothingness and have yet to act 
dumb, or form silly opinions, or perform acts of 
hatred. They're unsullied nature allows us to 
believe that, at its core, humanity is innocent and 
pure, too. They're a blank slate for us to pin our 
hopes and dreams, tiny avatars for our ever-
aching and crippling bodies, back when we 
weren't abused and scarred by the world, when 
we felt wonder. And, you know, they're just…cute

Rick Paulas





Luke 2:25-33





Luke 2:34-35

Then Simeon blessed them and said to 
Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to 
cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, 
and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 
so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed. And a sword will pierce your own 
soul too.” 



Isaiah 28:16

So this is what the Sovereign LORD says: 
“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a 
precious cornerstone for a sure foundation; 
the one who trusts will never be dismayed. 



Psalm 117:22

The stone the builders rejected has become 
the capstone

Isaiah 8:14

He will be a stone that causes men to 
stumble and a rock that makes them fall. 



Jesus will bring truth to light and in so doing throw all who 
come into contact with him into a crisis of decision. In that 
decision, rising and falling, life and death, result. Jesus 
precipitates the centrally important movement of one’s life, 
toward or away from God. As much as we may wish to join the 
name of Jesus only to the positive, satisfying and blessed in 
life, the inescapable fact is that anyone who turns on light 
creates shadows.

Fred Craddock





“My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the LORD. 
“And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine. For 
just as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are 
higher than your ways and my thoughts higher than your 
thoughts.”

Isaiah 55:8-9 NLT

He came to his own people, and even they rejected him. But to 
all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to 
become children of God.

John 1:11-12 NLT



You can safely assume you’ve created God in 
your own image when it turns out that God 
hates all the same people you do.

Anne Lamott



Discover the 
authentic Jesus




